
 
June 22, 2022 

H.R. 5585, Advanced Research Projects Agency-Health Act (“ARPA-H Act”)  

Key Points: 

• Today, the House will consider the bipartisan H.R. 5585, Advanced Research Agency-Health (ARPA-H Act), 
introduced by Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-CA). On May 18, 2022, the Energy and Commerce Committee reported 
the bill by a vote of 53 to 3.     

• This critical bill will accelerate innovation in health and medicine by investing in high-risk, high-reward 
research projects, particularly in areas where public and private research enterprises currently fail.  

• The bill establishes ARPA-H as an independent operating division within the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS).  Within 180 days after the date of enactment, the Secretary of HHS will transfer all 
functions, personnel, missions, activities, authorities, and funds for ARPA-H from National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) to the independent ARPA-H operating division. 

• ARPA-H will be focused on accelerating biomedical innovation to develop transformative breakthroughs in 
how we detect and treat the deadliest diseases.  The bill will allow ARPA-H to focus on developing 
breakthrough technologies that would otherwise die in the commercial market.  

• The bill specifies the key goals of ARPA-H as follows:  
➢ Fostering the development of new, breakthrough capabilities, technologies, systems, and platforms 

to accelerate innovations in health and medicine that are not being met by federal programs or 
private entities. 

➢ Revolutionizing detection, diagnosis, mitigation, prevention, treatment, and curing of serious 
diseases and medical conditions through the development of transformative health technologies. 

➢ Promoting high-risk, high-reward innovation for the development and translation of transformative 
health technologies. 

➢ Contributing to ensuring the United States maintains global leadership in science and innovation, 
the highest quality of life and health for its citizens, and an aggressive agenda for innovations to 
address global health threats that place United States citizens at risk. 

• The bill provides ARPA-H with the means to achieve its goals by identifying, translating, accelerating, 
prioritizing, and delivering transformative health technologies. 

• The bill prioritizes investments based on scientific opportunity, the effect of disease burden, including 
patient need, and the ability to reduce the cost of care through innovation.      

 

Manager’s Amendment 

• A manager’s amendment has been filed to the bill.  The manager’s amendment includes various provisions, 
including such provisions as the following:  

➢ Stipulating that not fewer than two-thirds of the program offices of ARPA-H shall be exclusively 
dedicated to research and development. 

➢ Stipulating that not more than 15 percent of the amounts made available to carry out these 
provisions for any fiscal year may be used for administrative expenses.  

➢ Removing the requirement of Senate confirmation of the Director.  

The Director of ARPA-H 

• Under the bill, the Director of ARPA-H will be appointed by the President.  
• The bill stipulates that the Director shall be an individual who, by reason of professional background and 



experience, is especially qualified to manage: 
➢ Research and advanced development programs; and 
➢ Large-scale, high-risk initiatives with respect to health research and technology development across 

multiple sectors, including generating transformative health technologies and improving health 
outcomes for patients.   

• The bill includes specific provisions related to the Director including their duties and authorities, to ensure 
that ARPA-H maintains a distinct culture, organization, authority, and leadership as an independent 
operating division within HHS.  

 
Authorization of Appropriations for ARPA-H 

• The bill authorizes appropriations of $500 million for each of the fiscal years 2023 through 2027 for ARPA-H, 
to remain available until expended.   

 
Reporting Requirements 

• The bill includes various reporting requirements, including: 
➢ Requires the Director to submit reports on the actions, results, and forthcoming strategic plans of 

ARPA-H to the congressional committees in the House and Senate with appropriate jurisdiction. 
➢ Requires the GAO to conduct an independent review of the research portfolios of agencies within 

HHS to assesses the degree of unnecessary duplication and to make recommendations regarding 
potential reorganization, coordination, or termination of such programs.    

 
ARPA-H is Modeled on the Successful Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 

• DARPA was launched in 1958 with the goal of making pivotal investments in breakthrough technologies for 
national security.  Some of DARPA’s important achievements have included the development of the internet, 
stealth aircraft, miniaturized Global Positioning System technologies, flat screen displays, and more. 

• There are key features in the design of DARPA that have facilitated its success and that are included in the 
design of ARPA-H, including the flexible hiring and contracting authorities, streamlined and efficient 
leadership organization, milestone-based review, and focused mission. 

 
 

 


